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deganevew).'1 There were doubtless still some sceptics
among the Sadducees, but it was not the Saciducees who enjoyed
the greatest reputation for piety in Israel, or possessed the
greatest influence among the people. As for Jesus himself,
there can be no doubt that he was born and bred and lived
out his life in the midst of a threatening cloud of hostile spirits,
and that belief in their existence and in their activities was one
of the formative elements in his religious experience. And this
belief has remained active during the whole development of
Christianity, which may even be said, in the last analysis, to
be founded on it, for what is more fundamental in the Christian
life than the perpetual sense of struggle between the power of
God and the power of Satan, both in man himself and in the
world ? It was through the persistence of this attitude that
the Christian faith, the origins of which we are about to examine,
remained so essentially Jewish.

1 Luke ix. 1. Since all illnesses are presumed to be the work of
demons, the power of healing is only a special case of the first charisma.
(The word charisma means a gift or privilege bestowed by God or by the
Holy Spirit.)